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Preambule 

1  The signatories of the World Appeal to a New Mobilization for Childhood – non-

governmental organizations, educational institutions, youth organizations, social 

institutions, religious organizations and authorities, engaged personalities – share 

their commitment to promote the dignity and the rights of all children
1
, in 

accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
2
. 

Some of them have been directly involved in the drafting of the Convention 

adopted by the UN General Assembly, twenty years ago, on 20 November 1989. 

Among them, the International Catholic Child Bureau (Bice) has taken the 

initiative of this Appeal. In 2007, Bice set up expert groups in Africa, Latin 

America, Asia and Europe-CIS
3
 and, in 2008, gathered an International Committee 

to prepare this document
4
. 

2  According to them, there is a pre and a post-Convention5. The Convention has 

generated “a new vision of the child… children considered fully as human beings, 

become right-holders and not just objects of rights.” Today, because of his/her 

existence, each child, as any human being, inalienably holds human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, without discrimination or distinction of any kind 

3  However, reality continues showing us millions of children deprived of their 

rights. Too often, we consider them as objects of assistance or as beneficiaries of 

certain rights that they receive as charity. 

This is the reason why we call for a new mobilization for his/her rights and 

dignity. 

 

                                                 
1
 In accordance with Article 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, for the purposes of the 

present document, a child means every human being below the age of eighteen years unless under 

the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier. 
2
 The Convention on the Rights of the Child, hereafter the Convention, has been adopted and 

opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution 44/25 of 20 

November 1989. The Committee on the Rights of the Child established by virtue of Article 43 

monitors its follow-up (cf. note 71). 
3 

On Bice 60
th

 anniversary, the conclusions of the expert groups have been presented as Position 

Papers in Paris on 4 June 2008. 
4
 In the annex, you will find the list of the members of the International Committee gathered by 

Bice. 
5 

In relation to this expression and the developments that follow, see:  Introduction to the Position 

Papers by Jordi Cots (Bice 2008). Mr. Cots, a child rights specialist, has been the first child rights 

ombudsman in Spain in his capacity as assistant for the questions related to childhood to the 

Catalonia Ombudsman (1997- 2004). 
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First Part  

A RENEWED CHILD APPROACH TO RESPOND TO THE 

SITUATION OF MILLIONS OF UPROOTED CHILDREN  

 

OUR VISION 

4   Our vision is a world where children can truly enjoy their rights as clearly stated in 

the Convention. A world without extreme poverty and violence. Economically, 

financially and technologically, this world is attainable now.  

The child we believe in  

5  Each and every child is a gift to the world. His / her birth is inscribed in the 

continuation of generations; it opens up to promises of renewal. Children have an 

innocent passion for life, which allows them to grow and learn with their peers. If 

not suppressed by today’s society, this positive energy will support their growth 

despite the numerous challenges and suffering that life inevitably carries with it.  

Children always amaze us. They teach us our capabilities as human beings, our 

weaknesses as well as our potential of going beyond our limitations.  

Despite the potential existing in each child since his/her birth, he/she is still fragile; 

he/she needs love and affection. This obliges us to protect him/her fully until 

he/she gains his/her own autonomy. An autonomy that does not mean total 

independence and will always need to be surrounded by human solidarity at all 

levels.  

The society we believe in  

6 The society we believe in is a society capable of granting us peace as armed conflicts 

always lead to the negation of the rights of the child and to great suffering. 

A society where children have access to food, basic health care, and are loved, 

protected, instructed and educated.  

A society where children are raised according to the "... ideals proclaimed in the 

Charter of the United Nations: peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and 

solidarity."
6
 We ourselves should start to live this ideal of solidarity. 

 

A society where families play a central role.
7
 

                                                 
6
 Preamble of the Convention. 

7
 The Convention underlines the role of the family and engages States to support it. In particular: 
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A society where the closest community, the school, leisure places, associations, 

secular and religious institutions support the family and contribute to the growth 

and development of the child.  

 A society where, thanks to new technologies, the "global village" plays a 

constructive role in children’s life.  

7  A society where public authorities, because of their legitimacy and engagements, 

try to respond to the specific demands of each community and each child by 

guaranteeing the key principles enshrined in the Convention, which are also the 

basis of our commitment:  

 The best interests of the child (Art.3); 

 Non-discrimination: all children, girls and boys alike, without distinction of 

colour, religion, culture, opinion are concerned; the Convention has a 

universal outreach (Art.2)
8
; 

 The child’s right to life, to survival and development of his/her capabilities 

(Art.6);  

 The child’s right to express his/her own views freely (Art. 12 and 13), to 

freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Art.14) and the freedom of 

association (Art.15); 

  The indivisibility of civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights 

recognized to children. We aim at the integral development of the child, 

which goes beyond material goods and includes all dimensions, including 

the spiritual one; 

 The compelling nature of the provisions contained in the Convention. It 

allows us to urge signatory States violating their obligations, to take the 

administrative, legal, economic, social, and educational measures in order 

to ensure a child-friendly environment. 

This is our vision. Nevertheless, we live in the real world…. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        
- Article 5 “States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, 

where applicable, the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local 

custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in a 

manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and 

guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the present Convention”,  

- Article7: “The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from 

birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know 

and be cared for by his or her parents.”,  

- Article 18: “Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have the primary responsibility 

for the upbringing and development of the child… and § 2 “States Parties shall render 

appropriate assistance to parents and legal guardians in the performance of their child-

rearing responsibilities …”. 
8
 The United States and Somalia are the only countries that have not yet ratified the Convention.  

The family  

 “The family, as the 

fundamental group of 

society and the natural 

environment for the 

growth and well-being of 

all its members and 

particularly children, 

should be afforded the 

necessary protection and 

assistance so that it can 

fully assume its 

responsibilities within the 

community.” 

 

Preamble of the 

Convention  

(§5) 
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FACING REALITY 

 

8  We work for a welcoming world and so that the Convention, unanimously 

approved 20 years ago and, then, ratified by almost all the Parliaments, becomes a 

concrete reality for children. 

Unfortunately, we are very far from it! 

Millions of uprooted children
9
   

9  The reality that calls out to us is the millions of children whose roots and 

landmarks have been cut because they have been removed from their cultural 

milieu or because, even without leaving it, they have not been able to create one. 

Our experience tells us that the difficulties most children face usually come from 

being uprooted. 

10  Physical uprooting 

Armed conflicts10, political exile due to an unacceptable political situation, 

displacements due to drought, famine, or natural disasters, rural exodus to urban 

areas for better job opportunities whether it is in one’s country or abroad, human 

trafficking, some institutional placements or adoption, generate an unprecedented 

increase of  forced or free mobility of adults and children.  

11  Psychosocial uprooting 

Children who are not listened to, who are victim of violence, abuse or who simply 

do not receive attention can feel like strangers at home. Rejected by family or 

society, they are somewhere else, sometimes not knowing exactly where
11

. 

12  Psychosocial and material uprooting are often intertwined. 

 “Sometimes these factors are mixed with the sense of alienation children feel, their 

sense of vulnerability, the feeling that they are marginalized in a society that they 

do not belong to, where adults are the only ones who create the rules and the 

                                                 
9
 Father Clodoveo Piazza S.J. contribution to the Appeal largely inspired this development. A 

Bice Board member, he developed in Salvador de Bahia (Brazil), the Organizaçao de Auxilio 

Fraterno (OAF), an educational and vocational training institution for children and adolescents 

coming from the poorest and most violent areas. The Inter-American Development Bank, the 

Brazilian Government and other institutions distinguished it for its innovative approach. Father 

Piazza has also been Secretary of State to the fight against extreme poverty and social inequalities 

of the State of Bahia. He is currently based in Mozambique where he is in charge to set up 

educational projects and programs against extreme poverty. 
10

 Children in the Middle East, in some African regions, in Latin America … are particularly 

concerned. 
11

 Secours Catholique report - Poverty in France in 2007 – particularly highlights the question of 

the child place in the family. It stresses the primary importance for the child to be with loving 

parents even when material living conditions are difficult and, consequently, the urgent need to 

protect family unit as the place capable to grant him/her the necessary security for his/her growth. 



RE FERE NCE D OCUMEN T  

FOR THE W OR LD APP E AL TO A NE W MOB ILIZAT IO N FOR CH ILD H OO D  

 

 

- 7 - 

 

places where they are destined to are limited and come from the principle that they 

do not belong or they are not part of the adult world” (Martin, F. et Parry –

Williams, J., 2005, p.12). 

The rising of individualism, often characterized by a strong spirit of competition, 

has marked our post-modern societies. In disaffiliated societies, youth is no more 

part of a continuum, as heir of a human community attached to its culture and 

history. Children are in front of themselves, with no filiations, as if they were 

abandoned, with no roots …
12

  

Up to now, we believed that exceptional circumstances were at the origin of such a 

situation; this is actually not the case; millions of children around the world live 

uprooted and lack values.  

We have to focus all our attention on this phenomenon intimately related to 

unsolved matters and to challenges that still have to be taken up. It deeply touches 

the dignity and the rights of the child. Its causes must be carefully studied, and we 

have to consider them when dealing with children, as with legislation and public 

policies on childhood. 

13  Haunting questions 

 Why do extreme poverty and misery, famines, diseases, still persist and 

affect so many children?  

 Why do so many situations weaken and even destroy families and force 

children to exercise poorly paid and hazardous jobs, to steal, to be trapped 

into slavery or obliged to sell their body? 

 Why are there so many children with no legal existence, no identity; why 

are disabled children ignored or abandoned in so many countries? 

 Why drugs and their trade which ensnare many young people with the risk 

of destroying them? 

 Why, in the Western hemisphere, are children too often sacrificed in the 

name of projects by adults pretending to act on their behalf? 

 Why is the right to quality education for all denied to so many children 

making their access into the labour market difficult and hampering their 

possibility to become the protagonists of their own development? 

 Why financial speculation, deregulation of markets, unrestrained pursuit of 

profit instead of a sustainable development for all? 

Issues to be taken up 

14  The weakening of families 

Each expert group has paid attention to it. How to confront it? 

                                                 
12

 See : « Le fil rompu des générations », Jean-Pierre Le Goff, Etudes, February 2009. 
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- “Families’ dispersion, increasing separation of couples, family re-compositions 

[…] This can lead to situations of neglect as well as parents abandoning their 

children, as we observe nowadays.
13

” (Europe-CIS) 

- “The family organization is weakening, families hardly resist and couples are 

more fragile. In urban areas, single parent or reconstituted families…are 

increasingly numerous; in addition the absence of efficient social services prevents 

an early and effective regulation of failures. The child is less and less perceived as 

a gift, and more and more as a burden.
14

” (Africa) 

- “The forms, roles, and structures of families in Asia are changing, not the least 

attributable to the rapid structural and socio-economic changes in Asian 

economies. The dimensions of change include rising ages at marriage, declining 

size of the nuclear family, changing gender roles within the family, changes in 

family structures consequent to population ageing.
15

” (Asia) 

15  The status of adolescence   

How to combine properly the necessary authority in education and the right of 

adolescents to creativity and self-expression?  

How can we help adolescents assume their new freedoms and adopt responsible 

behaviours in view of their present and future commitments: building a life project, 

self-esteem and respect of others, reflection on responsible parenthood, protection 

against sexually transmissible diseases…? 

16  Life in a multicultural world  

How to guarantee that children become aware of other cultures without loosing 

their history, their own culture, that is to say the resources and values upon which 

they have built their identity and human richness? 

17  Massive urbanization  

Since 2007, there are more people living in urban areas than in rural ones16. At 

present, one billion people live in slums. 

How can we transform the migration of so many families and children and the 

reality of urbanization into real chances for the future? 

18  Saving our planet  

How do we preserve the ecological balance of our planet in order to hand over to 

the children of tomorrow a sustainable and peaceful world?  

 

 

 

                                                 
13

 Europe-CIS Position Paper p. 13.  
14

 Africa Position Paper, p. 10. 
15

 Asia Position Paper, p. 22. 
16

 Atlas des migrations, p 58, Hors-série Le Monde-La Vie, October 2008. 

Urban Growth 

between 1950 and 2025 

Kinshasa:   from 202 000 

to 16 762 000 inhabitants 

Sao Paulo: from 

1 544 000 to 21 428 000 

Tokyo: from 11 275 000 to 

36 400 000 

Bombay: from 2 857 000 to 

26 385 000 

New York: from 

12 338 000 to 20 628 000 

UN Projections 

 

Abandoned children in 

Russia 

According to official 

estimates, out of the 3 to 5 

millions Russian children 

who are abandoned, only 

700’000 are orphans or of 

parents dismissed of their 

parental authority. 

Dorena Caroli “Enfants 

abandonnés ou orphelins 

sociaux? Evolution de la 

politique sociale dans la 

Russie de la perestroïka et 

postcommuniste (1989-

2004), Sociétés et jeunesses 

en difficultés No 4 – Fall 

2007 
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19  Globalization 

How do we manage globalization in a way to avoid that inequalities increase 

within and between countries and in such a way that the most vulnerable, namely 

children can improve their living conditions?  

 

A RENEWED CHILD APPROACH 

20 If children receive rights (which they are entitled to) in a passive way, they are 

simply the "object" of rights. In order for the child to become a right-holder, we 

think that we have namely: 

 To support child resilience, 

 To encourage child participation, solidarity and responsibility, 

 To support children to find their roots and landmarks.  

Upholding children’s resilience so that they can blossom fully and enjoy their 

rights 

21 Each child has within him/her the potential to stand up and rise positively above the 

numerous and sometimes very hard challenges and threats that they will be facing 

during their life. This attitude is what we call resilience. 

Resilience, like intelligence and the ability to solve problems, is a tool that each 

child needs to develop progressively throughout his/her life.  

Whenever his/her rights are threatened, a child can gain a lot if he/she is resilient: 

in fighting for them, he/she increases his/her chances to have them recognized. 

He/she may feel blessed even if his/her environment remains very difficult.   

22 His/her education and adults’ attitudes must support resilience. How? Basically, 

believing in it, recognizing and applauding its progressive manifestations. Clearly, 

adults can also create favourable conditions that facilitate the exercise of resilience, 

namely: 

 The insertion in a truly perceived caring environment (family - community) 

which will bring out the vital energies of the child, his/her self-esteem, and 

a feeling of security; 

 Identification to a well-defined cultural context, which structures the child 

identity not only from a cultural point of view, strictly speaking, but also 

sociologically and psychologically…; 

 Education within the family, at school and within the community; 

 Developing multiple interests in different areas (sports, arts, vocational 

training, etc.) and the ability to admire; 

 An even very modestly self-sufficient family; 

 A family and a community developing mutual-aid services, and that 

practice solidarity. Such behaviour creates a sense of altruism within the 

child. 

Resilience 

Resilience refers to 

personal talents, social 

considerations and the 

child environment, which 

allows him/her to overcome 

the worst consequences of 

adversity…, it is a reality 

of life, which sometimes 

surprises us, and illustrates 

the human potentialities 
even in the worst life 

circumstances. It 

encourages to focus on the 

positive elements of the 

child experience, and to 

concentrate only on the 

“solution” of his/her 

problems.  

Margaret Mc Callin  

« Resilience et droits de 

l’enfant » Conference 

organised by Bice, Geneva, 

2005 
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Child resilience must be used and reinforced. It may be weak at the beginning. 

However, we should develop it as it can become one of the greatest richness from 

early childhood to adulthood. We want to spread out this approach so that children 

can truly become right-holders.  

Encouraging child participation, solidarity and responsibility so that they 

become protagonists of their life  

23 Article 12 of the Convention grants “ the child who is capable of forming his/her 

own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, 

the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age of 

maturity.”
17

 

In addition, Articles 13 to 15 recognize children the fundamental freedoms of 

thought, conscience and religion
18

, and the right to association. All these provisions 

have thus favoured the development of child participation.  

In some regions, children themselves explain the Convention to their peers.  

“In all Latin American countries, exercising the right to participation becomes a 

key factor of transformation of child-dominating cultures inherited from the past 

and still present in society.”
19

 

Children and adolescents’ participation brings about an evolution in adults' 

traditional behaviours often characterized by an authoritarian approach and 

sometimes violence. At the same time, it encourages a more respectful dialogue 

between generations.  

The development of child participation can also be seen in Africa and Asia: 

“In Southern India, children (who participate in Bice projects) have understood 

the implications of working and acting together. They take part in all their 

extracurricular activities like debates, street theatres telling the public where they 

came from while discovering their artistic capabilities and gaining confidence. 

There are now numerous children’s clubs in Nepal through which children 

advocate for their issues in various forums at village, district or national level. 

Children play a crucial role in supporting their community and speak for other 

voiceless children.”
20

 

Children discover that they can influence decisions affecting them because they can 

understand, express themselves and act accordingly. At the same time, they learn 

constraints inherent to dialogue, that they do not always get what they want and 

                                                 
17

  On the right of the child to be heard, see the recommendations of the Day of General 

Discussion of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 43rd session, 29 September 2006, available 

on the webpage of the Committee: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/discussion.htm.  
18

 Regarding these rights, the Convention specifies (Art. 14 §2) the duty of parents or legal 

guardians of the child, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner 

consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.   
19

 Latin America Position Paper, p 8. 
20

 Asia Position Paper, p 9. 

An initiative launched 

by African children 

Some children declared 

themselves “junior 

journalists” and 

conducted investigations 

into violations of 

children’s rights in their 

town. They realized 

radio broadcasts on the 

antennas of their elders 

in order to ask adults 

and the authorities to 

review their position, 

grant adequate 

protection or facilitate 

certain administrative 

formalities. 

Africa Position Paper, 

p.5 

Three Basic Principles in 

Building Resilience and 

Promoting Child Rights 

1. A contextual, 

community-based 

approach; 

2. Sustain and strengthen 

the family; 

3. Support social workers’ 

capabilities to strengthen 

the social network 

sustaining children. 

Asia Position Paper p. 11 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/discussion.htm
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that they have to learn how to respect the democratic debate by the majority while 

continuing to work. 

Experience finally shows us that every child development project requires the 

active participation of children and their community from its conception, 

throughout its implementation, and for its evaluation. 

Allowing children to find their roots and landmarks so that their life acquires 

a meaning 

Roots  

24 The cultural milieu where a child is born not only determines a whole set of 

behaviours, but it also influences the emotional dimension, the relationships 

between individuals, as well as psychology and ways of reasoning.  

A child can effectively adapt to his/her new environment as long as the transition 

does not deny the past, is gradual and that his/her parents or other persons 

contributing to his / her education carry it out positively.  

But if a crucial uprooting and an integration attempt into a very different culture 

happen abruptly, denying what has been experienced so far, and if this change 

takes place before the child has sufficiently integrated into his/her previous 

situation, he/she will be completely lost, incapable to enjoy his/her new 

environment. This approach may be very dangerous for him/her and, to a certain 

extent, for the society where he/she lives. 

Migrant children 

“The shock of immigration rests on the precariousness in which children are obliged to survive in 

destination countries (often not very welcoming), generally perceived as richer and more 

“democratic” than their place of origin. On one hand children’s rights are evoked and at the same 

time children are pushed to be assimilated to the destination culture in order to become “like the 

others”. This results in a negative image of his/her parents and of his /her own culture, he/she is 

confronted to inequality of treatment and discriminatory attitudes. Indifference, which generates 

uncertainties and great insecurity for the future, can be seen, among others, in the deteriorating 

reception conditions, in the existence of closed retention centres, in the obstacles posed by 

administrative procedures or in the deficiencies of protection policies for exiled children.”
21

 

 

On the other hand, enhancing his/her cultural resources and the values upon which 

the child has built his/her first identity provides him/her with a solid foundation, 

stimulates self-confidence and a positive perception of his/her heritage as well as 

the desire to get to know a new culture and to assimilate it. Such attitude 

encourages his/her creativity and gives way to his/her to active participation. 

 

 

                                                 
21

 Europe-CIS Position Paper, p. 12. 
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Landmarks 

25 The child can then acquire new landmarks on the values and the meaning of life. 

We know that games, “the philosophy for children”, altruistic activities, team 

sports, different artistic expressions, constructive humour, with its benevolent and 

laughing distance when facing life experiences, can make sense to children. 

The child also needs landmarks from his/her past whose knowledge roots him/her 

in a history and collective memory that constitute his/her sense of belonging, give 

sense to his/her present, and facilitate his/her projection in the future. 

We also know that the values inherited from philosophical and cultural traditions, 

such as the religious dimension received in his/her early childhood from his/her 

family and the traditions, can play a crucial role in the upbringing of a child 

throughout his/her life.  

If, when the child’s culture includes a religious dimension, he/she holds on it as a 

richness whilst retaining the possibility of critical examination, it will represent for 

him/her a deep source of life.  

If the religious dimension of culture is not respected, society denies many children 

the opportunity to enjoy one of the greatest experiences in life: to have a spiritual 

awakening or, for a believer, a personal relationship with God. 

 Freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion 

  

“States Parties shall 

respect the right of the 

child to freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion”. 

2. States Parties shall 

respect the rights and 

duties of the parents and, 

when applicable, legal 
guardians, to provide 

direction to the child in the 

exercise of his or her right 

in a manner consistent 

with the evolving capacities 

of the child. 

 

 Article 14 § 1 and 2 

of the Convention  
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Second Part  

 

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD:  

A NEW MOBILIZATION AROUND TEN ISSUES  

 

Human rights, «children too»
22

 

26 Considering children rights as an integral part of human rights is essential in the 

perspective of a new mobilization for the rights of the child.  

Even before the Vienna Declaration (1993)
23

 restated the principle of the 

indivisibility and interdependence of human rights, the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child already recognized that a human rights based approach was the best way 

to ensure an integral development of the child. 

If we isolate the rights of the child from human rights in general, following the 

principle "children first", the risk is to stay in a form of assistance towards children. 

“More than ever, while we have just celebrated the 60th anniversary of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it is necessary to remind the principle 

"children too" according to which children hold human rights as human persons. 

Every person, because of his/her existence, holds inalienably these rights and 

fundamental freedoms, without discrimination or distinction. This principle is 

universal and it stands for children as for any other person
24

". 

For the purpose of this document, it means a greater attention to the concrete 

situation of million of children, in a certain way, a return to reality, a much 

vigorous denunciation of gross child human rights violations
25

 and the appeal to a 

renewed commitment of all to implement the Convention effectively. 

 

 

 

                                                 
22

 Mr. Nigel Cantwell, international consultant on child protection issues and who has participated 

to the Europe-CIS Group of experts, has inspired the expression “children too” and the development 

that follows. Founder of Defence for Children – International, in the eighties,  together with Canon 

Moermann, former Bice Secretary General, he has actively contributed to lead the NGO Group 

which worked on drafting the Convention. 
23

 World Conference on Human Rights, Vienna, 14- 25 June 1993 “Vienna Declaration and 

Programme of Action” A/CONF. 157/23. 
24

 Europe-CIS Position Paper, p. 8. 
25

  Too often, death penalty, life imprisonment of children, and the obstacles to the defence of 

detained persons for crimes committed before the age of 18 are not mentioned.  
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TEN ISSUES FOR A NEW MOBILIZATION 

1 To Respect the right to life 

27  The unborn child 

We know that, from the maternal womb, the unborn child risks to be tragically 

uprooted or even to die because of the sufferings, which can affect his/her, mother 

(famine, violence, armed conflicts, rape
26

, abandonment…). The unborn child 

already holds fundamental rights, including the right to life
27

. He/she is neither the 

simple extension of his/her parents’ life and desire nor their property
28

. He/she has 

also a right to health care. 

He/she needs his/her parents to be prepared to receive him/her adequately. It is 

therefore necessary to prepare young people to understand all the dimensions of 

responsible parenthood. Once these conditions are fulfilled, no coercion should be 

exercised on their own parental projects or to impede a started pregnancy. 

The society and the State should implement structures aiming at offering good 

conditions for a child’s birth. They also have to promote a culture of respect for 

his/her own life as well as for his/her mother's
29

.  This respect is indispensable to 

live in a human society and for the adult to-be to provide a positive contribution. 

28  Children in extreme situations 

Many children die due to a cycle of abandonment, exclusion (the phenomenon of 

the so-called child "sorcerers" in Africa, street children), marginalization, forced 

migration, violence. The right to life then goes through concrete measures related 

to the fight against extreme poverty, and through the world effort to eradicate the 

most dangerous diseases.30 

29  Death penalty applied to children 

Death penalty is still applied to juvenile delinquents
31

.  

                                                 
26

 In a certain number of conflicts, rape has been used or is used as a weapon of war (conflicts in 

the former Yugoslavia, in some African countries…). 
27

 Article 6 of the Convention stipulates that « §1 States Parties recognize that every child has the 

inherent right to life. §2 States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival 

and development of the child.” 
28

 When an adequate distance is not respected, as it is sometimes the case in developed countries, 

we assist to an over protection of the child, which is harmful to his/her development.  
29

 See Article 24 of the Convention: “Ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for 

mothers, {…} develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family planning education 

and services.” These measures are also important to achieve the Millennium Development Goal 4: 

“Reduce child mortality.” 
30

 According to the World Health Organization (WHO) “about 40% of the world population, mainly 

in the poorest countries is exposed to malaria. Every year, more than 500 million people are 

affected by it”. Deaths - mainly in Sub Saharan Africa- fluctuate between 1 and 3 million per year 

and touch pre- eminently children under 5. Atlas des migrations op. cit. p.176. 
31

 According to Amnesty International, in 2007, 8 death penalty sentences have been applied to 

juvenile delinquents: 6 in Iran, 1 in Saudi Arabia, 1 in Yemen:  

The unborn child 

"…by reason of his 

physical and mental 

immaturity, needs 

special safeguards and 

care, including 

appropriate legal 

protection, before as 

well as after birth."  

Preamble of the 

Convention §9 
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The new Arab Charter on Human Rights adopted on 15 January 2008 stipulates at 

its Article 7 §1 that: “Sentence of death shall not be imposed on persons under 18 

years of age, unless otherwise stipulated in the laws in force at the time of the 

commission of the crime.” This provision is contrary to the Convention ratified by 

all Arab States. 

2 To fight poverty 

30 Poverty, in which a large part of the population survives, is a major restraint to the 

realization of rights of the child. Poverty persists in the long term when there is a 

multiplication of discriminations. 

Today, almost half of people living in absolute poverty are children. Because of 

their vulnerability, they will be the first ones to suffer from the current economic 

and financial crisis. It is therefore a matter of urgency to manage globalization so 

that its benefits are shared more equally in order to avoid an increase in inequalities 

within and between countries, and to guarantee an improvement of the most 

vulnerable sectors of the population, in particular children. Extreme poverty 

concerns all countries. 

Poverty and exclusion of children in Europe 

“…Poverty and exclusion often generate a loss of children self-esteem, physical and behaviour 

disorders, and disappointing school results
32

.  

In particular, this challenge concerns migrant children, children belonging to minorities, children 

living in single-parent families or with one or both parents unemployed or sick. This is a growing 

concern in Europe and the CIS. Recent reports have estimated up to 18 million the number of 

children under the age of 15 living in extreme poverty in South Eastern Europe and in the CIS. In 

European areas with higher incomes, the percentage of children living in a family with an income 

lower than half of the national average increases. It even exceeds 15% in the United Kingdom, 

Ireland, Italy, France, Germany, Spain, and in Portugal. 

Nowadays, poverty threatens 19% of children in the European Union. This was one of the reasons 

why the European Commission declared 2010 “European Year of Combating Poverty and Social 

Exclusion”. The aim of this initiative is to call upon all the Union citizens and all public, social and 

economic actors concerned by the eradication of this plight.
33

” 

The fight against poverty and particularly extreme poverty allows improving health 

care, diminishing violence, and implementing all the dimensions of a responsible 

parenthood in order to ensure children’s well-being and to start a positive cycle of 

development.  

 

                                                                                                                                        
http:www.amnesty.ch/fr/themes/peine-de-mort/aiarticle.2006-06-13.0508893563 
32

 See also “Family, childhood and poverty”, 2007 statistics by Secours Catholique, 2008. 
33

 Europe-CIS Position Paper p. 10. 

Ambivalence of 

globalization  

 

“Globalization is notably 

ambivalent and therefore 

needs to be managed with 

great prudence. This will 

include giving priority to the 

needs of the world’s poor, 

and overcoming the scandal 

of the imbalance between 

the problems of poverty and 

the measures, which have 

been adopted in order to 

redress it. The imbalance 

lies both in the cultural and 

political order and in the 

spiritual and moral order. 

… What the fight against 

poverty really needs are 

men and women who live in 

a profoundly fraternal way 

and are able to accompany 

individuals, families and 

communities on journeys of 

authentic human 

development. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI 

“Fighting Poverty to Build 

Peace” 

1 January 2009 

World Day of Peace 
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3 To fight violence against children
34

 

31  Children in armed conflicts and children victims of trafficking and sexual 

exploitation  

Two optional protocols to the Convention, adopted in 2000
35

 and widely ratified by 

States, have been devoted to the involvement of children in armed conflicts, and 

the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

NGO coalitions have proved their efficiency in terms of advocating initiatives and 

exchanging of good practices. For child soldiers, the absence of serious vocational 

training after their demobilization and of job perspectives has often endangered 

laudable efforts of rehabilitation. Subsequent frustrations carry heavy threats for 

the future. 

32  Domestic violence 

Domestic violence (physical, sexual, psychological, or related to domestic work) is 

the most widespread form of violence against children
36

 and one of the main causes 

of home abandonment and of the great number of street children. 

 « It is perhaps within the family context, considered by the majority as the most 

"private" of the private spheres that it turns to be harder to eradicate and fight 

violence against children. The right of children [...] to dignity and to physical 

integrity does not however end at the door of their home and States have the 

obligation to protect this right within homes. »
37

 

A reinforced new scale of public policies must be implemented. Prevention 

programs addressed to families and youth and carried out by young people turn out 

to be particularly effective. 

33  Violence at school 

Although officially banned in 102 countries
38

, corporal punishments are still 

widely diffused in the educational system in Africa, the Middle East, in Asia and in 

Latin America as well. 

 

 

 

                                                 
34

 On the question of violence against children, see the conclusions and recommendations of the 

CRC Day of General Discussion in the report of the 28
th

 session of the Committee of the Rights of 

the Child, CRC/C/111/, 28 September 2001, § 674-745. 
35

 Resolution A/RES/54/263 adopted by the General Assembly on 25 May 2000. 
36

 See, the United Nations Study on Violence against Children, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, April 

2006, paragraphs 38 to 47, articles 9 and 14 of the Convention as well as the recommendations 

issued during the Day of General Discussion on the implementation of child rights in early 

childhood, 17 September 2004, available on the Committee web page: 

www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/discussion.htm. 
37

 UN Study on Violence against Children op.cit., p. 13 §38. 
38

 UN Study on Violence against Children op cit p.76. 

Violence against 

children must stop 

“It is urgent to move from 

rhetoric to realization. 

Violence against children 

must stop. It is simply 

unacceptable that 

children are beaten and 

ill-treated by adults, very 

often by those they trust 

more. Nobody can 

tolerate that children are 

exploited for 

pornographic purposes 

or that they are victim of 

sexual abuse”. 

 

Thomas Hammarberg, 

Human Rights 

Commissioner, Council of 

Europe, Launching 

Conference of the 

Program “Building a 

Europe for and with 

Children”, Monaco 5 

April 2006 

Establish networks for 

a continent without 

violence 

This program, organised 

in seven Latin American 

countries by a network of 

eight associations 

coordinated by Bice, 

allowed adolescents to 

realise national 

campaigns against sexual 
violence and 

mistreatment. They also 

trained one another on 

this subject.  

Since then, every year, 

like in Uruguay, local 

NGOs organize national 

“vaccination campaigns 

against violence” led by 

children to adults and 

that are largely 

broadcasted by the 

media. 
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Another aspect of violence at school: bullying between children 

 « During a consultation with a group of children of South Asia carried out in 2005
39

 within the 

framework of the United Nations Study on Violence against Children
40

, the children of Bhutan and 

Maldives Islands considered bullying as one of the primary problems in terms of violence. In Laos, 

almost all children report to have witnessed bullying in schools, especially against girls and 

children belonging to ethnic minorities. In Japan
41

, the problem of bullying in schools recently 

provoked suicides among students […] ».
42

 

It is necessary to facilitate a collective approach in order to refuse violence and 

intimidation at school. 

34  Violence at work 

« Violence at work affects millions of young workers in regular or irregular 

situation [....]. This violence, in the form of physical or psychological ill-

treatments, corporal punishments, humiliations, sexual harassments, occurs in 

particular in domestic work, which represents a large proportion of child labour, 

especially for young girls.
43

 » 

Many organizations rely on families and communities for awareness-raising and 

prevention activities against this form of violence. 

35  Violence in the cyberspace  

The Asia Position Paper denounces this new form of violence against children 

which appear in the cyberspace. 

Cyberspace dangers for children 

 “...Adults using Internet for sexual exploitation use it also as a tool to develop their network of 

trafficking in children
44

. [...] The proliferation of cyber-violence against children is linked to the 

weakness of laws and to the proliferation of industrial actors who intervene on the net. This is a 

new phenomenon which will continue to threaten them unless a security system is set up
45

.”
46

 

 International and multidisciplinary initiatives to protect children such as legal 

measures, cooperation between private and public sectors, educational initiatives, 

research and awareness rising about the rights of the child in the cyberspace need 

to be multiplied. 

                                                 
39

 Consultation  with children in South Asia, 17 May 2005 

 http://www.crin.org/violence/search/closeup.asp?infoID=5562 
40

 “Violence against Children in East Asia and the Pacific Region: Report on the East Asia and the 

Pacific Regional Consultation on the UN Study on Violence against Children” 14-16 June 2005, 

Bangkok, Thailand. http://www.ecpat.net/eng/EAP/documents/VAC_Summary.pdf   
41

 Japan’s deadly bullying problem http://news.bbc.co.uk72/hi/asia-pacific/6213716.stm. 
42

 Asia Position Paper, p. 16. 
43

 UN Report on Violence against Children, op.cit.  §66. 
44

 Article by Mr. Sanphasit Koompraphant, Director of the Centre for the Protection of Child 

Rights, Bice member organization, Bangkok (Thailand) Asohan, see A. Asohan (2005) “Dark Side 

of Tourism, the Net”, The Star Online, 13 November (quoted in the Asia Position Paper, p.16). 
45

 ECPAT International (a world network of organizations fighting against pornography, 

prostitution and child trafficking for sexual exploitation purposes) (2005) “Violence Against 

Children in Cyberspace: A Contribution to the United Nations Study on Violence against Children”, 

http://www.ecpat.net/eng/publications/Cyberspace/PDF/ECPAT_Cyberspace_2005-ENG.pdf 
46

 Asia Position Paper, p. 16. 

http://www.crin.org/violence/search/closeup.asp?infoID=5562
http://www.ecpat.net/eng/EAP/documents/VAC_Summary.pdf
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 4 To Support families 

36  Support to fragile families 

Families becoming fragile require support and specific policies need to be 

developed at local, national, and regional levels. These policies should imply a 

particular attention to single-parent families (of which the head of the household is 

most frequently a woman) who often live in a situation of economic precariousness 

and social isolation.  

It is important that in the poorest countries, families have the means to provide, 

even modestly, to their own material needs through income generating activities. 

Such a situation strengthens their autonomy, their self-esteem as well as their 

capability to exercise fully their educational responsibilities. 

Networks of professionals in domestic issues, of social workers, psychologists, 

educators and others should be developed at local and community level and their 

capabilities reinforced. 

A well organized voluntary familiar mutual aid, set up with professionals, can 

constitute a source of well-being for families and children. 

In the meantime, in order to ensure the best interest of the child, we need to deepen 

our reflection on fundamental topics such as the need for stability, especially 

during the early childhood, the complementary role of a father and a mother, 

difficulties related to a conflicting family … 

37  Child ill-treatment and support to parenthood 

Every single case of ill-treatment allows estimating and considering parents’ 

educational skills and eventually to choose a personalized system for the child 

(institutions, emergency houses, fostering families, open residential centres) as well 

as to foresee assistance and accompanying measures for parents or legal 

guardians so that the preservation of the links with them is as beneficial as 

possible.  

Very often, in Western Europe, children remain in or return to their family of 

origin. These situations are generally destined to failure when parents have not 

benefited from a psychological support program. In Eastern Europe and in CIS 

countries, a child placed in an institution has few chances to return to his/her 

family of origin because the deprivation of parental rights is often a definitive 

measure
47

. 

Considerable efforts have still to be done. We observe too many interventions, 

which do not take into account children's need of creating bonds, and divide their 

history in "periods" of specialized socio-educational, psychiatric, 

psychotherapeutic interventions according to different emergency centres or to 

various foster families. An early identification of situations at risk has still to be 

                                                 
47

 If in Russia the new Code of the Family (1995) declares that children should as much as possible 

remain with their families –a legislative evolution to welcome – the willingness to reverse the 

tendency is weak and the State does not provide with the necessary tools to carry out this reform. 
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improved as well as the prevention of abusive behaviours. It is indeed an issue to 

combat ill-treatment, but even more essential to promote an environment of well 

treatment.  

 5 To take into account working children 

38 The fight for the rights of the child is historically associated with the question of 

work, itself strictly connected with the theme of children's schooling
48

. The 

position of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and of Article 32 of the 

Convention reaffirms it. In particular, international laws
49

 trace a clear line of 

separation between acceptable forms of child labour for societies and the 

international community, and those that are not. 

We join this perspective, yet with the concern to take into account the concrete 

situations and the aspirations of millions of children who presently work
50

. 

39  The eradication of « the worst forms of child labour » 

The «intrinsically reprehensible forms of child labour »
51

 correspond to what ILO 

Convention No 182 (1999) regroups in « the worst forms of child labour », all 

forms of slavery, prostitution and use of children for illicit activities (such as drugs 

trafficking) and all forms of work that, by their very nature or the conditions in 

which they are exercised, can damage the health, safety or morality of the child. 

According to us, under any circumstances, these activities are labor-related, but, on 

the contrary, constitute an offence. They must be eradicated and their instigators 

brought to justice. 

40  Other forms of work and child participation  

In developing countries, child labour is a complex and different phenomenon, 

according to whether it takes place in rural areas, within the family, in the 

community, or in megalopolises. Child labour is unequally distributed among 

social classes, often with clear ethnic or racial connotations. 

In these countries, it represents an important social and economic reality, its pure 

and simple ban, without adequate reflection, can turn against the children and 

                                                 
48

 For instance, in France, education laws of 1881, 1882 and 1886 establish gratuitousness, 

secularism, and compulsory education up to 12 years. The law of 1900 sets the term of the daily 

work of children to 10 hours and from the age of 13. 
49

 In particular, ILO Convention 138 (1973) on minimum age requires that it shall not be less than 

the age of completion of compulsory schooling and in any case shall not be less than 15 years and 

that hazardous labour is forbidden before 18 years; and Convention 182 on the worst forms of child 

labour. 
50

 In 2006, the International Labour Office estimated to 218 millions the number of working 

children more than half among them (126 millions) in hazardous jobs. For the period 2002-2006, 

the International Labour Office estimates to 11% the decrease in the number of children at work and 

to 26% the one of children involved in hazardous jobs (data provided by the web site of the 

International Labour Organization (ILO) in the pages devoted to the International Program to 

Eliminate Child Labour (IPEC), www.ilo.org/ipec). 
51

 Expression used for the first time in the 2002 ILO report: A Future without Child Labour, 

International Labour Conference, 90th session, Geneva 2002, §31. 

 Child labour 

 

“1. States Parties 

recognize the right of the 

child to be protected from 

economic exploitation 

and from performing any 

work that is likely to be 

hazardous or to interfere 

with the child's education, 

or to be harmful to the 

child's health or physical, 

mental, spiritual, moral 

or social development”. 

 

Article 32 §1 of the 

Convention 
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penalize the poorest among them. Considering the extreme variety of each 

situation, the consultation and participation of those directly concerned, the 

children workers themselves, has to be the rule. Nevertheless, we are required to 

pay attention that these children are not manipulated. In addition, in some cases, 

families' pressure on children to make them work is very detrimental to them. 

Child workers' organizations 

At first, they developed in Latin America a little more than 30 years ago
52

 (Movement of Nats). 

Today, we find them also in Africa and Asia. They gather children for whom working is vital 

because it allows them to help their families (when they are not themselves the head of the family) 

and very often, to provide for schooling needs. These organizations do not defend child labour, they 

have a critical approach of it, but children who are part of these organizations can assert their 

rights as children and as workers. For those among them who are street children, child workers’ 

organizations represent a place where they can live a concrete experience of solidarity and learn 

about their rights. 

Child workers' organizations must be consulted in all decision-making processes, 

and adequate training must be given to their staff. 

41  Corporate social responsibility 

In the context of globalized corporate social responsibility, we need to implement 

or to strengthen the legal obligations in the area of child labour and to increase the 

attention of both public authorities and consumers. We believe that new options 

must be envisaged for transnational companies located in developing countries to 

contribute to youth training as in many developed countries, companies finance 

workers’ training. Young people’s vocational training constitutes a key for 

development. 

 6 To guarantee quality education to every child 

42 The realization of the rights of the child goes primarily through the right to 

education, in the wider sense of the term, both at school as well as within the 

family, and the communities. This right therefore incorporates « all life experiences 

and learning processes that allow children, individually and collectively, to develop 

their own personality, their skills and their capacities and to live a full and 

satisfactory life in society
53

 ».  

43  An unprecedented effort required to assure education for all 

Article 28 of the Convention foresees « […] primary education compulsory and 

free to all. » This commitment is also part of the Millennium Development Goals, 

target 2.A: « Ensure that, by 2015, all children, boys and girls, complete a full 

                                                 
52

 The MANTHOC (Movement of working adolescents and children, sons of Christian workers, 

derived from the Christian Working Youth) was created in Peru in 1976. 
53

 General Comment 1 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2001 CRC/GC/2001/1, §2: See 

also, General Comment 13 of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on the right 

to education (1999) and the Report : “ Education For All: Meeting our Collective Commitments”, 

Framework of Action adopted at the World Education Forum, Dakar, 26-28 April 2000. 

Situation of Roma 

children in Europe 

 

Out of the more 4 million 

Roma children in Europe, 

it is estimated up to 2 

million those who will 

never attend school during 

their life. Out of those who 

go to school, 70% are 

enrolled in special classes.  

 

Rapport 2005 of the 

Advisory Committee on the 

Framework Convention for 

the Protection of National 

Minorities 
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course of primary schooling. » All concerned actors must commit themselves to 

the fundamental right to education. 

However, we are very far from the objective of inclusive education: issues such as 

sex-related disparities, the problem of minorities, of uprooted children and of 

children with disabilities are still present. 

44  The quality of education is a subject of grave concern 

In spite of important quantitative progress achieved in the last 20 years, the quality 

of education has not followed and often worsened, implying that many children 

abandon school. 

Quality of education 

In Latin America « the increase of the school registration’s rate is not followed by an improvement 

in the teaching quality and, therefore, the duration of children's presence in the educational system 

is below expectations and international standards. »
54

 

In Asia, « […] the quality of primary education has worsened. The availability of teachers and 

school equipments, as classes, learning material, toilets and bathrooms, and the recruitment of 

teachers have not proportionally grown according to the increase of the children. Schools with 

overpopulated classes and de-motivated teachers generate students incapable to express a creative 

thinking. Many children abandon school because of boredom and the absence of teachers
55

 ». 

If we do not want to sacrifice generations of children, in many countries,  apart 

from the necessary increase of international aid, it will be necessary to redefine 

drastically budgetary priorities so that the right to education becomes effective for 

millions of children still deprived of school. 

45  The school and cultural uprooting of youths 

In all countries, the cultural uprooting of many children constitutes a major factor 

of exclusion from school and eventually of marginalization and impoverishment. 

To allow for the largest number of these children to overcome these difficulties, it 

is desirable to call upon educators-mediators, coming from the same cultural 

background of the child, and having well assimilated the culture/s in which the 

child has also to integrate. 

The case of Brazil
56

 

In Brazil, a large number of families coming from rural areas move to the cities. They have no 

choice than to live in shantytowns or on the streets. Children and young people hardly survive 

because of violence, drugs and all kind of trafficking present in this milieu.  

In the “barrios” or in the shantytowns, when there is a public school, teachers usually come from the 

urban middle class. They have such a different experience of life that they do not manage to 

understand their students’ ones. Indeed, the latter, when at school, cannot express the brutal reality 

in which they are absorbed because they would put their life into danger if they talk about it. 

Moreover, teachers are disrupted by some students' behaviours because they do not understand the 

cause. This may lead to their rejection despite their initial good will. At the end, these teachers  

                                                 
54

 Latin America Position Paper, p. 13. 
55

 Asia Position Paper,  p. 17. 
56

 Example given by Father Clodoveo Piazza S.J., cf. note No 9. 

Right to education 

 

“Within the general 

framework of the right to 

education, everyone has 

the right throughout one’s 

lifespan, alone or in 

community with others, to 

education and training 

that, in response to 

fundamental educational 

needs, contribute to the 

free and full development 

of one’s cultural identity 

while respecting the rights 

of others and cultural 

diversity”. 

 

Article 6,1 Fribourg 

Declaration on Cultural 

Rights 
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remain unfamiliar with their students’ experience. Very poor results and early school leaving are the 

visible and unacceptable effect. 

This educator-mediator, with a similar, but not identical journey, can understand 

better the difficulties the child has to face: he/she has experienced what the child is 

living and is experiencing now what the child will face in the future. He/she can 

then help him/her to maintain, complete and give value to his/her culture of origin. 

At the same time, he/she enriches it with dynamics of new cultural references; 

above all, he/she is a model to the child. 

It is necessary to train a large number of educators-mediators coming from children 

realities, who can help them to move gradually into a new culture by inspiring and 

supporting their resilience. 

Uprooted children’s academic failure and abandonment of school affect a large 

number of children, even in industrialized countries.  

It is imperative to start a detailed reflection on the educational system. 

This system not only lacks in investment, but it seems also to be wedged between 

paradigms and conscious and unconscious attitudes, which do not allow to 

understand the requirements of the current world nor to find responses
57

. The 

consequences are institutional misunderstandings and the de-motivation of many 

teachers.  

7 To guarantee the right to health 

46  Access to health care 

Notwithstanding the fact that the number of health centres increased drastically 

over the past 20 years, the question of accessibility to health care remains a thorny 

subject: geographically (in the rural areas of the poorest countries), but also 

financially when social protection systems are non-existent or strongly deteriorated 

(that is the case of several Latin American or CIS countries with the sudden 

application of liberal policies). In conflict areas, access to health care is often 

extremely difficult as well. 

47  Prevention 

Though already improved, information on physical and mental health should be 

more accessible through its popularization and translation in vernacular languages. 

Convincing experiences of awareness-raising about basic hygiene have been 

carried out by children for children (child to child).  

In several contexts, prevention implies changing traditional practices, which have a 

negative impact on girls' health and life: genital mutilations, force-feeding for early 

marriages... It affects complex cultural schemes and needs to be carried on with 

intelligence, determination and perseverance. 

                                                 
57

 For instance, the development of tutors can favour knowledge sharing in teaching. 

The right to health 

 

“States Parties recognize 

children the right of the 

child to the enjoyment of 

the highest attainable 

standard of health and to 

facilities for the treatment 

of illness and rehabilitation 

of health.” 

 

Article 24§1 of the 

Convention   
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48  Prenatal and postnatal prevention  

The reflection on responsible parenthood, assistance to pregnancy, parents’ 

preparation to birth, their information on babies’ needs help them to welcome their 

child and to protect him/her during the period of vulnerability that surrounds 

his/her birth and his/her first years of life
58

.  

49  HIV AIDS prevention 

Confronted with the HIV / AIDS tragedy and with the large number of children 

affected by this virus- either by direct transmission, or indirectly by a close person 

– the engagement for the rights of the child also consists in educating to a healthy 

sexuality and to inform on possible treatments and on precautions to take in order 

to avoid the virus spreading. A better knowledge will reduce fears and 

stigmatization from which the victims and their circle suffer.   

50  Public health in megalopolises 

In the future decade, the development of effective basic public services - the 

surveillance of ground water, drinking water supplies, the development of sewer 

drainage system, waste management, less polluting means of public transport- is 

essential to protect children's health as they represent, together with the elderly, the 

most fragile populations. This will require massive investments very often 

exceeding the capacities of concerned cities and sometimes, even countries. 

International public and private aid will have to be solicited.  

51  Children and adolescents’ psychological instability and mental health  

The Europe-CIS Position Paper has underlined an increase in behaviours at risk 

among teenagers: consumption of drugs, alcohol
59

, wandering, flight in the virtual 

world. These behaviours express deep isolation, even for those who give the 

impression to be socially integrated. 

This uneasiness can result in violent behaviour, which turns against them: extreme 

imprudence, auto-mutilation and suicide attempts. It can also intervene through 

violence against others or against objects: xenophobia, aggressions, murders, 

extreme intolerance, destruction of cars or public or private buildings. It has 

become a serious public health and security problem generating social 

incomprehension. 

It is important that the family and the educational and medical circle accompany 

these young people, trying to give them back positive motivations and attitudes, 

their self-respect and that appropriate structures are foreseen as from the first health 

care services. 

Today, there is a critical lack of structures (in particular of intermediate 

places between reception centres and psychiatric hospitals) and of 

professionals to deal with these problems. 

                                                 
58

 See Note No 29 regarding Article 24. 
59

 This problem is also strongly underlined in the Asia Position Paper : “Alcohol and substance 

abuse is one of the key problems facing children and young people in Asia today”, p 16. 

Children and HIV/AIDS 

 

Children and young 

people are especially 

vulnerable to HIV, but 

they also represent our 

greatest hope for 

changing the course of 

the AIDS epidemic. 

When young people are 

given appropriate tools 

and support, they can 

become powerful agents 

for change and 

instruments of hope for 

children and for other 

people living with HIV. 

  

Caritas Internationalis 

Press Release 

World AIDS Day  

1 December 2008 
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In addition, we should not neglect to deal with the deep causes of this behaviour 

revealing violence and rebellion. They are often due to adults’ failure, the 

deterioration of landmarks and to some types of family and social models that we 

propose to them as well as to the lack of future perspectives. 

8 To give their place to children with disabilities 

52 Articles 2 and 23 of the Convention were the first ones in the international human 

rights system explicitly dedicated to disabled persons. Afterwards, awareness has 

increased. However, in many countries, the social existence of children with 

specific needs is not yet recognized. They are excluded from statistics. They have 

no access to basic social services.  

53 The very large majority of disabled children live in developing countries and they 

have often only access to limited and inadequate health care. In these countries, the 

number and seriousness of disabilities could be strongly reduced by prenatal and 

health prevention policies, or by early interventions in case of wars. (In Cambodia, 

children represent half of the landmines’ victims
60

). 

 The rate of disabled child mortality under the age of five is extremely high. They 

are also more often than others victims of physical, psychological and gender-

based violence. Later, their disability will generally condemn them to exclusion. 

 In CIS countries, disability is still too often synonymous of institutionalization for 

concerned children. Health care improvement in these institutions is urgent as well 

as the development of policies to support families
61

. 

54  It is urgent to develop support and/or training programs for disabled children, their 

parents and professionals working in this field; and to promote global awareness of 

their situation. Groups advocating for these children’s rights have to be supported.  

9 To humanize juvenile justice   

55 In the last 20 years, the Convention
62

 has enabled the improvement of juvenile 

justice, in particular in Latin America and in Africa, thanks to the adoption of laws 

and jurisdictions specially tailored to children. On the other hand, certain countries, 

as the CIS States, where the system is faulty, have to act in accordance with theses 

recommendations
63

. 

56  Assistance to children in conflict with the law 

More than one million children in the world are nowadays detained in prisons. In 

Southern and CIS countries, a great majority of them, incarcerated for small 

                                                 
60

 UNICEF New York (2004), “Children account for half of landmine casualties in Cambodia”, 24 

November, See  http://www.unicef.org/protection/cambodia24266.html 
61

 Moscow, 2008, ISBN 2-914862-63-6 Bice – International Catholic Child Bureau. 
62

 Especially, Articles 37 and 40 of the Convention. 
63

 There is no juvenile justice in CIS countries with the exception of Kazakhstan, 2008 decree. 

Deprivation of liberty 

 “No child shall be 

deprived of his or her 

liberty unlawfully or 

arbitrarily. The arrest, 

detention or imprisonment 
of a child shall be in 

conformity with the law 

and shall be used only as 

a measure of last resort 

and for the shortest 

appropriate period of 

time”. 

Article 37b of the 

Convention 

Disabled children 

  

“A mentally or 

physically disabled child 

should enjoy a full and 

decent life, in conditions 

which ensure dignity, 

promote self-reliance 

and facilitate the child's 

active participation in 

the community.” 

 

Article 23 of the 

Convention 
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offences or first infractions, is waiting for their trial
64

 while being deprived of 

freedom for months or even years. 

Often, they have no lawyers to defend them, no assistance or psychological 

support.  

Many undergo physical abuse. There are only few sectors reserved to minors with a 

separation between girls and boys. 

Several minors, after having served their prison term, suffer from prejudice, which 

limit their chances to reintegrate fully into society. They must be helped in this 

endeavour. 

57  Intensification of criminal policies for minors 

We notice an evolution in juvenile delinquency: offenders are getting younger, 

worsening of violence, gangs phenomena (“maras” in Latin and Central America), 

and the emergence of new offences. 

For twenty years, many States have been hardening their criminal policies against 

children to respond to a need for security expressed more and more vigorously by 

the public opinion and passed on by the media: [...] changes to the age of criminal 

responsibility
65

, more severe verdicts, development of immediate appearances, 

progressive connection with the adult justice system starting at the age of 16 or 17, 

reappearance of closed centres for juvenile "delinquents". 

Today we need to clearly remind that juvenile justice should aim firstly at 

education and reintegration.  

Restorative justice has to be extended to juvenile offenders. Alternative methods of 

detention have been developed; policies of active reintegration have been achieved, 

as in Catalonia, with rates of second offences extremely low. For many years, in 

Ecuador, the government has been offering adolescents in conflict with the law, 

socio-educational support through professional teams of educators, in centres 

entrusted to the Tertiary Capuchins. This policy has been successful; it should be 

generalized in partnership with other actors. These good practices should be better 

known and widely resumed. 

Criminal justice should increase its efforts to deal with minors victims of ill-

treatment and abuse with tact and professionalism. Wherever this is possible, new 

technologies could be used to collect testimonies in a non-traumatic way. 

 

                                                 
64

 Martin, F. et Parry-Williams, J. The Right Not to Lose Hope: Children in conflict with the law – a 

policy analysis and examples of good practice, Save the Children, 2005. 
65 “A minimum age of criminal responsibility below the age of 12 years is 

considered by the Committee not to be internationally acceptable… A higher 

minimum age of criminal responsibility, for instance 14 or 16 years of age, 

contributes to a juvenile justice system which, in accordance with article 40 (3) (b) 

of CRC, deals with children in conflict with the law without resorting to judicial 

proceedings, providing that the child’s human rights and legal safeguards are fully 

respected.” General Comment No 10 CRC/C/GC10/, 2007. 

Importance of 

professionals’ training  

 

“It is essential for the 

quality of the 

administration of juvenile 

justice that all the 

professionals involved, (…)  

receive appropriate 

training on the content and 

meaning of the provisions 

of the Convention. (…) It 

should include information 

on, inter alia, the social 

and other causes of 

juvenile delinquency, 

psychological and other 

aspects of the development 

of children (…) and the 

available measures dealing 

with children in conflict 

with the penal law, in 

particular measures 

without resorting to 

judicial proceedings.” 

 

Committee on the Rights of 

the Child 

General Observation  

No 10 §97 
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58  Children of prisoners 

The consequences of parents’ detention on their children have become a subject of 

concern. It is a difficult matter on which too few studies are available
66

. 

Neither the separation of infants and children from one of their parents, in 

particular the mother, nor their placement in prison, generally responds to the bests 

interests of the child. Since the person in charge of raising the children is involved, 

we should privilege alternative measures rather than deprivation of freedom. 

59  The rights of the child in civil courts 

During divorce procedures, the matter of right of custody must not only be 

considered from the parents’ point of view, but also from the child’s one. Thus, the 

systematic use of alternating custody is not obvious; it can turn out to be very 

disturbing for certain children particularly for the youngest ones. This is a domain, 

where the norm claiming that the child shall be provided with the opportunity "to 

be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting him/her" (Art. 12 

§2 of the Convention), requires to be more seriously respected whenever is 

possible. 

In the field of adoption, the Hague Convention
67

 has involuntarily led to make 

adoption too restrictive. Moreover, the policies of many “children’s smugglers” 

countries make adoption too expensive; sometimes, we wonder if it is not a hidden 

trade. 

 10 To put new technologies at the service of children 

60  The development of new information technologies has coincided with the 

development of the rights of the child. Internet access has quickly appeared as an 

advantage for disseminating these rights, sharing information and allowing young 

people to learn them. Internet also facilitates networking with other organizations 

and advocacy; but we have gradually realized its risks as well (cf. 35). 

The use of new technologies opens up an incredible potential of knowledge for 

children. They can satisfy their curiosity, their creativity, an original self-

affirmation as well as the need of minor infringements to grow up. The same is true 

of chats, Internet forums, and multiplayer video games that can bring certain forms 

of comradeship, and even friendship
68

. 

                                                 
66

 See, however Bice and Quakers written statement submitted in 2008 to the 7
th

 session of the UN 

Human Rights Council, A/HRC/7/NGO31. See also the book “Infants in Prison”, Gianni Biondi, 

Delfi Editore, 1995. 
67

 Convention on Protection of Children and Co-Operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption, 29 

May 1993 entered into force on 1May 1995:  

http//www.hcch.net/index_fr.php?act=conventions.text&cid=69. 
68

 This analysis and the following ideas are largely inspired by a report presented on 2 May 2005 by 

professor Jean Yves Hayez, pedo-psychiatrist on “Youth, Internet and Videogames and Civil 

Society” for the Family Interministerial Delegation of the French government. Available on the net 

to the following address: http://www.jeanyveshayez.net/j-i-sc2a.htm 



RE FERE NCE D OCUMEN T  

FOR THE W OR LD APP E AL TO A NE W MOB ILIZAT IO N FOR CH ILD H OO D  

 

 

- 27 - 

 

All these positive possibilities can of course turn into their opposite, from the most 

innocent to the most serious situation. Children can waste a lot of time in activities 

without any interest; knowledge is not necessarily organized in a hierarchic way, 

and contents can be collected without a critical mind. There is the risk of dangerous 

encounters and of isolation in a virtual world. Young people can also acquire or 

amplify perverse or antisocial habits... Real cyber addiction is rare before 

adulthood, but it can affect frail and lonely personalities. 

61 The appropriate use of new technologies thus implies parents and educators' 

responsibility
69

: 

- Wider information and awareness-raising about potentials and risks. 

- A dialogue with children to accompany them, put limits to the using time, respect 

the sleeping time, refuse degrading or antisocial activities as well as to give them 

the opportunity to acquire a critical mind. 

It is also necessary to carry on initiatives to protect children in accordance with the 

norms elaborated by the Human Rights Specialized Group of the Council of 

Europe
70

. 

                                                 
69

 See the Recommendation of the Council of Europe (Rec 2006) 12 on empowering children in the 

new information and communications environment as well as the Council of Europe International 

Convention on Cybercrime. 
70

 Council of Europe Declaration on the Protection of the Dignity, Security, and Privacy of Children 

on Internet adopted on 20 February 2008; see Recommendation CM/Rec (2008) 6 on measures to 

promote the respect for freedom of expression and information with regard to Internet filters. 
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Third Part  

 

TO EFFECTIVELY IMPLEMENT THE CONVENTION:  

OUR RESPONSIBILITY 

62 Since the ratification of the Convention in 1989, an enormous work of 

dissemination and promotion has been realized by all actors concerned including 

children themselves, with the contribution of UNICEF and several NGOs. 

This effort must be pursued, extended to both optional protocols, and especially to 

the rich interpretation work of the Convention carried out by the UN Committee of 

the Rights of the Child
71

 through the recommendations that it adopts after the 

examination of country periodic reports and its general observations. In 20 years, 

the Committee of the Rights of the Child has gradually forged a culture on the 

rights of the child, which would deserve a wider diffusion. 

Today, these rights must concretely be part of the life of millions of children 

who are still deprived. 

All men and women of good will 

63 Adults, children, each of us, wherever we are, have the responsibility to respect 

and enforce the child, his/her dignity, his/her rights. 

This principle of individual responsibility in all circumstances is essential, because 

we know that even the best child-related laws and protection mechanisms can 

malfunction. 

 

 

                                                 
71

 For the purpose of examining the progress made by States Parties in achieving the realization of 

the obligations undertaken in the Convention, Article 43 has established the Committee on the 

Rights of the Child. The Committee consists of eighteen experts of high moral standing and 

recognized competence in the field covered by the Convention. Its members are elected by States 

Parties from among their nationals and serve in their personal capacity, consideration being given to 

equitable geographical distribution, as well as to the principal legal systems. 

 

Since 1 March 2009, the Committee membership is the following: Ms. Agnes Akosua Aidoo 

(Ghana), Ms. Hadeel Al-Asmar (Syria), Mr. Luigi Citarella (Italy), Mr. Kamla Devi Varmah 

(Mauritius), Mr. Kamel Filali (Algeria), Mr. Peter Guran (Slovakia), Ms. Maria Herczog ( 

Hungary), Ms. Moushira Khattab (Egypt), Mr. Sanphasit Koompraphant (Thailand), Mr. Hatem 

Kotrane (Tunisia), Mr. Lothar Krappmann (Germany), Ms. Yanghee Lee (Republic of Korea), Ms. 

Marta Mauras Perez (Chile), Ms. Rosa Maria Ortiz (Paraguay), Mr. Awich Pollar (Uganda), Mr. 

Dainius Puras (Lithuania), Ms. Susan Villaran de la Puente (Peru), Mr. Jean Zermatten 

(Switzerland). 

 

Respecting children 

“If I had to resume in one 

word the rights of the child, 

I will choose the right to 

respect.” 

Jean-Marie Petitclerc 

Respecter l’enfant 

P 34, Editions Salvator, 

1989 
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Civil society 

64  Develop networking 

The increasing complexity of child-related issues as well as their international 

dimension obliges to work in networks. Since several years, many coalitions have 

been emerging at worldwide, regional or national level in order to influence 

political decisions, monitor undertaken commitments and implement action plans 

agreed at international level. 

This organization in networks, favourable to exchange of good practices,  should 

be reinforced. It represents a cost for concerned NGOs and its financing should to 

be granted. 

65 Better coordinate private initiatives and public policies 

Many entities work for the promotion of children’s rights in their own sector, 

without any link with other stakeholders and disconnected from the policies 

pursued by public authorities. Despite the efforts undertaken, problems are not 

dealt with as a whole, when it regards a child or all the children. 

Organizations and institutions in contact with children can listen to them; let them 

participate in decisions concerning them. They can experiment new approaches that 

they evaluate in order to abandon, improve or pursue them according to their 

effectiveness. Unfortunately, effective models are often kept in the institutions that 

have developed them and become sectors of excellence in a weak body. 

It is about ensuring a better coordination between civil society initiatives and public 

policies to make them more efficient.  

66 Promote multidisciplinary research on childhood 

Childhood problems need large scale multidisciplinary studies led by international 

teams, in particular in social sciences. 

Field organizations and institutions should find new axes of research and work 

jointly with academic institutions in“creative experimentation” logic
72

. 

67 Present an annual report on the status of the rights of the child worldwide 

In this same perspective, we call upon NGOs engaged in defending the rights of the 

child at international level to join human rights NGOs to present annually a report 

on the most remarkable progress and the most serious violations of children's rights 

around the world. 

68 Contribute together to the follow-up to the Convention  

 States have to submit periodic reports on the implementation of children's rights in 

their own country, in consultation with concerned national actors
73

. On the other 

                                                 
72

 Cf. “Inaugural lesson at the Collège de France by Esther Duflo”,  Chair Savoir et Pauvreté and 

professor at MIT, 8 January 2009, www.college-de-france.fr/default/EN/all/cha_int/index.htm 
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hand, civil society organizations should also contribute to alternative reports,
74

 

which help the Committee of the Rights of the Child to formulate their 

recommendations to States. 

These reports, as well as the recommendations
75

, have to be more widely 

disseminated, be released to the public and serve as advocacy tools for the rights of 

the child. 

Moreover, the new mechanism of the Human Rights Council, the Universal 

Periodic Review (UPR), seeks the contribution of civil society organizations to 

alternative reports for the evaluation of human rights in each country.
76

 Civil 

society organizations have to participate in highlighting the situation of the rights 

of the child. 

Finally, States' human rights obligations are examined within the framework of 

special procedures
77

 assigned to independent experts. Here again, civil society 

organizations have to collaborate to the experts' work for the rights of the child, in 

particular during Special Rapporteurs’ country visits, and ensure that the 

independence of these mechanisms is protected. 

States 

69 The human rights system is built on the States' obligation to implement it and be 

accountable
78

. 

This obligation applies therefore to the rights of the child. States have to be 

accountable for the commitments taken for the purpose of the Convention, 

                                                                                                                                        
73

 See the General Guidelines on the form and content of initial reports that States Parties should 

present in accordance with Article 44  1a) of the Convention CRC/C/5, 15 October 1991; General 

Guidelines on the form and content of periodic reports that States parties should present in 

accordance with article 44 1b) of the Convention, CRC/C/58, 20 November 1996. 
74

 See Chapter VIII “Participation of non-governmental organizations and national human rights 

institutions in the activities of the Committees” on the working methods of the Committee on the 

Rights of the Child:  

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/workingmethods.htm#a7 
75

 These reports are available on the web site www.ohchr.org 
76

 See the page of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights dedicated to the UPR : 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRmain.aspx. In addition to Human Rights 

Council Resolution 5/1 and the technical documents to their intention, all relevant stakeholders can 

resort to the members of the Secretariat, specifically, attributed to this task. 
77

 As of November 2008, there were 30 thematic Special Procedures. Particularly relevant themes 

for the rights of the child are the special procedures on : sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography, children involved in armed conflicts, trafficking in persons, especially in women and 

children, contemporary forms of slavery, the right to education, the right to health, extreme poverty, 

the human rights of migrants, the human rights of internally displaced persons.  Following the 

Pinheiro Study, the mandate of a Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on violence 

against children has been adopted by the General Assembly in November 2007, but its mandate-

holder has still to be appointed (February 2009). More information on the Office of the High 

Commissioner’s website: http://www2.ohchr.org/fenglish/bodies/chr/special/index.htm. 
78

 See Philip Alston and JohnTobin analysis on “The importance of the principle of accountability” 

in “Laying the foundations for children’s rights”, p. 33, UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, 2005. 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/workingmethods.htm#a7
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRmain.aspx
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/children/rapporteur/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/trafficking/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/rapporteur/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/poverty/expert/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/migration/rapporteur/index.htm
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including international treaty monitoring and supervisory bodies as well as their 

own citizens. This is the reason why we call them to: 

70 Withdraw reservations and ratify optional protocols 

The Convention has been ratified almost universally, but many signatory States 

accompanied their ratification with reservations
79

. Twenty years after the adoption 

of the Convention and in light of our experience, it would be extremely important 

to initiate a debate on the reasons opposing the withdrawal of reservations. 

Retained reservations restrict the universal implementation of the Convention. 

In addition, we call upon States that have not yet done so to ratify the two Optional 

Protocols on the involvement of children in armed conflict and on the sale of 

children, child prostitution and child pornography that deal with the most serious 

violations of the rights of the child. 

71  Pursue the harmonization of domestic legislation with the Convention 

This effort has been initiated in many countries and should continue with all 

concerned actors, notably by taking into account the 20 years of discussions within 

the Committee on the Rights of the Child and its interpretation of the Convention 

(General Comments). 

72  Respect binding commitments 

The Convention is too often seen as a treaty with a mere moral force. We want to 

remind that its provisions are binding for signatory States. 

We particularly draw the attention to two questions that call for a clear 

mobilization of public authorities: 

Too many children do not have a legal existence. Concerned States must 

adopt administrative measures in order to register all children. 

The increasing number of displaced, refugee and asylum-seeker children 
urgently requires a reflection among all parties so that States act in conformity with 

Article 22 of the Convention
80

. “Forced migrations due to poverty, inequalities, 

human rights violations, violence affecting thousands of children call on States to 

adopt child-oriented protection measures during each phase of the migration 

process, in particular for unaccompanied children, and reaffirm mechanisms of 

family reunification
81

.  

73 Implement ambitious public policies, which support families and protect childhood 

                                                 
79

 As of 20 February 2009, the Convention has been ratified by 195 States, the Protocol on the sale 

of children by 130 States and the one on the involvement of children in armed conflict by 127 

States. However, these instruments are weakened by reservations restricting their universal 

application. See Article 51 on the conventional way to withdraw reservations. 
80

 See also General Comment 6 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2005, 

CRC/GC/2005/6, §64-78. 
81

 Latin America Position Paper, p. 22. 

In Latin America 

In the process of 

ratification, almost all 

countries of the region 

have started to adapt their 

domestic legislation to the 

provisions contained in the 

Convention. 

In many cases, these legal 

reforms have been 

achieved thanks to the 
participation of different 

social actors, namely 

children and adolescents 

who claimed the full 

application of their rights. 

Latin America Position 

Paper, p.4 
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Education, physical and mental health, parenthood support, disabled children, and 

justice require that States undertake bold financial choices with clear priorities 

applied regularly.  

The lack of financial resources cannot constantly explain inaction. Political 

will is essential. Children cannot wait. 

Today, the majority of public policies integrate the principle of sustainable 

development, the concern of ecological stability. They should include “impact 

evaluations on childhood”. 

Ecology is not limited to the respect of nature; a real “human ecology” needs 

to be developed so that each human being, each child can find his/her 

stability
82

! 

Detailed investigations, collection of factual and reliable information clearly 

spelling out the figures, and updated indicators, recognized internationally, are 

essential in order to understand the phenomenon correctly. In many countries, this 

child-related data is still incomplete; without it however, no efficient public 

policies are possible. 

74  Create independent institutions to monitor the rights of the child 

Independent national authorities defending the rights of the child (ombudsman, 

children defenders …) proved their efficiency as observatories of the status of 

children's rights, as spokespersons for different stakeholders, and they stimulated 

public action. 

There are only a little more than thirty though 195 States have ratified the 

Convention. These institutions should be developed and obtain adequate resources 

in order to be effective. 

75  Consult civil society 

Child-related issues need diversified and multidisciplinary approaches. For this 

reason, consulting all concerned stakeholders - children, families, professionals 

working in the field of childhood, non-governmental organizations
83

 - must be the 

rule. 

In countries where civil society organizations are less developed, we call on public 

authorities to encourage and promote the emergence of child-rights NGOs and 

NGOs networks by adopting legal provisions and adequate financial aid and fiscal 

regulations. 

 

 

                                                 
82

 See General Comment 5 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, op cit,§ 62. 
83

 The importance to consult with civil society concerned actors is among the recommendations of 

the Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment. 5, op.cit, and among the principles of 

the Paris Declaration and of the Accra Plan of Action (§19-20). 

An appeal, which 

remains ever so urgent 

“Let us say it again: a 

great part of the pain of 

children has no reason 

and could be avoided 

[...] we justify ourselves 

saying that we do not 

have enough money to 

save these children. Let 

the cowards say that it 

is impossible.”  

Eglantyne Jebb’s 

Sermon at St Pierre, 

Geneva, 10 August 1924 
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The international community 

76  20 years of Convention…20 years of commitments not so well fulfilled … 

One year after the adoption of the Convention, on 29
 
and 30 September 1990, a 

World Summit for children took place in New York; 159 countries attended this 

meeting, including 71 Heads of State and government. The international 

community agreed upon a 10 year-action plan containing a number of specific 

objectives to “ensure a better future for each child” in line with the Convention. 

After ten years, during the 2001 UN General Assembly, the international 

community admitted, in the declaration “A World Fit for Children”, that “the 

results were generally not up to (the standards of the) national obligations and 

international commitments taken.”
84

 The General Assembly then adopted a new 

demanding action plan developed in 10-points. 

At present, although not legally binding, which is, on the contrary the case for the 

Convention, this plan has been partly overshadowed by the Millennium 

Development Goals that are less ambitious in relation to children and whose aims 

could be unevenly reached.  

77  Respect its commitments on development aid 

Taking into account the best interests of the child and his/her rights concerns the 

international community as a whole. This constitutes a priority that goes beyond 

the borders of each State: it does not only concern their own citizens
85

. 

States have to respect their commitments in terms of international cooperation, 

namely by increasing the budget allocated to cooperation in order to reach 0.7% of 

their GDP
86

. They also have to improve the efficiency of development aid. 

We also want to underline the importance of applying the principles of the 

Declaration of Paris (2005) and the Accra Agenda for Action (2008) for the 

realisation of the rights of the child in relation to issues dealing with environment, 

public health, migration, and illegal activities and trafficking.  

78 Strengthen the verification, evaluation and monitoring systems 

The Convention, like any other international human rights treaty, is the result of a 

consensus between different legal, political and cultural sensitivities. Agreed 

standards are often a minimum. It is therefore unacceptable if signatory States do 

not respect them. 

We call for the strengthening of the Convention verification, evaluation and 

monitoring systems through the Committee on the Rights of the Child, for the 

                                                 
84

 A World Fit for Children A/S-27/Rev.1. 
85

 The need for international cooperation is explicitly mentioned in the following articles of the 

Convention: art 7 Par.2), 11 (par.2), 17 (al. e), 22 (par.2), 23 (par.4), 24 (par.4), 27 (par.4), 28 

(par.3), 34 and 35. 
86

 The decision to fix the contribution of each country to 0,7% of its GDP is indicated in the 

Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey (Mexico), 18-22 

March 2002 (A/Conf.198/11). 
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implementation of child rights recommendations issued during the Universal 

Periodic Review, and by regional human rights protection systems. 

79  Clearly recognize the regulating role of the United Nations 

Considering the scope of worldwide human rights challenges and the need to 

coordinate efforts, the international community has to recognize the United 

Nations' regulating role when dealing with international human rights obligations
87

. 

This role also implies the involvement of all UN funds, institutions and programs to 

take into consideration the rights of the child
88

 in all their programs. 

In addition, this role is very important when dealing with transnational issues, 

namely human trafficking, child pornography networks, traffic in organs or illegal 

substances, illegal services and goods, international migration… Even if States 

subscribe to binding obligations in these fields
89

, the UN has to ensure the 

coherence of actions through increased means.  

80  Strengthen international cooperation 

UNICEF, the High Commissioner for Human Rights as well as other UN or UN-

related institutions can provide technical assistance services on several matters 

dealing with the implementation of the Convention. 

We plead for an increasing cooperation among intergovernmental, regional and 

international organizations, UN funds and programs and other international 

institutions with States and the Committee on the Rights of the Child in view of 

implementing the Convention. In so doing, they will promote the implementation 

of the Committee recommendations
90

. 

81  Link more development aid to the respect of human rights 

Finally, we believe that development aid has to integrate more clearly the issue of 

human rights, including the rights of the child in its approach. 

The media 

82 The power of mass media – radio, television, press, and internet -, their effect on 

children and influence on public opinion make them responsible towards 

childhood. 

 

                                                 
87

 The necessary strengthening of the United Nations Organization is reaffirmed, among others, in 

the 8
th

 Millennium Development Goal, op.cit. 
88

  See General Comment 5 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, op.cit § 64. 
89

 In accordance, among others, with Articles 34 and 35 of the Convention. 
90

 See: General Comment. 5 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, op.cit, § 63-64 and 

Chapter VII “Interaction with specialized agencies and bodies of the United Nations” on Working 

methods of the Committee on the Rights of the Child:  

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/workingmethods.htm#a7  

 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/workingmethods.htm#a7
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83  Give a dignified and respectful image of children and adolescents 

In our communication societies, some mass media represent an economic power 

whose balance depends widely on the advertising market. On a worldwide scale, it 

contributes to present an image of the child mostly fabricated in rich countries: the 

child as a "king", an ultra consumer, the child as an “object” (target of announcers), 

an image very far from the one of the child as a “right-holder” affirmed in the 

Convention. 

Information, serials and fictions should counterbalance this image of a consumer 

child through a richer and diversified approach sensitive to poetry, humour, 

clowning and seriousness as well as to the grim realities affecting thousands of 

children and their own problems and aspirations. 

The image of adolescence is too often associated to violence. Mass media have to 

mention it wherever it occurs; however, a balance has to be respected
91

. 

We call upon ethics and professional committees, which all relevant media should 

dispose of, to introduce a reflection on childhood and adolescence in their charters 

and to remain always vigilant.  

In addition, it would be good to promote media for children, adapted to their age 

and concerned with their full development. 

84 Facilitate the communication between generations and recognize cultural diversity 

of young people 

Bice Latin America Position Paper has emphasized the growing gap between 

generations, reinforced by population ageing and life expectancy increase. This 

diagnosis can be extended to other regions as well. 

The media have a specific responsibility to ease the communication between 

generations, first by not confining young people in a ghetto, a ghetto of triumphant 

“jeunisme” or of juvenile delinquency, but above all by promoting a genuine 

dialogue. 

Article 17 of the Convention calls upon the media to ensure that the child has access 

to information from different sources, and “promote his or her social and cultural 

well-being”. In our multicultural societies, this provision implies specific 

obligations for the media: recognition of different cultures, enhancing them and 

facilitating the dialogue between peoples and communities belonging to different 

cultures
92

.  

 

 

                                                 
91

 See General Comment 1 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, op. cit., § 21. see also the 

recommendations formulated after the Day of General Discussion on children and the media, 1996, 

A/53/41, § 1396, annex IX of the report of the 13
th

 session of the Committee: CRC/C/50, 7 October 

1996 and § 242-257 of the report CRC/C/57. 
92

 See also Article 7 of the Fribourg Declaration on Cultural Rights www.droitsculturels.org 
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85  Contribute to the promotion of the rights of the child by including children 

themselves 

Bice Africa Position Paper highlights the role of the media in promoting the rights 

of the child: 

 “The question of the rights of the child is not well-understood by the public 

opinion […]. An important work of explanation is necessary, specifically in less 

educated environments […]. Mass media can have a big impact in raising 

awareness and educating for a change of harmful behaviours. Their implication is 

essential.”
93

 

Training media professionals to a child rights culture is important. In addition, 

children themselves can be formidable mediators, on radio as well as on TV and 

have to be more involved in promoting their rights. 

Media have also a key role to play to denounce child rights violations and call upon 

concerned actors and public authorities. 

Moral and religious leaders 

86 Our belief is that in order “to fully develop and be happy, whatever their 

circumstances, children also need to be able to reflect on the meaning of their 

lives, and have their spiritual potential respected
94

”.  

Article 14 of the Convention implicitly recognizes this dimension, and calls for the 

respect of the rights of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, as 

well as the rights and duties of parents or legal guardians, to provide direction to 

the child in the exercise of these rights
95

. 

Therefore, we call upon moral and religious leaders to: 

87  Fully enforce the rights and the dignity of the child wherever they operate 

The most widespread religions and secular institutions have education, health, 

social aid institutions dedicated to children and their families. The obligation to 

respect the rights of the child refers to these institutions as much as to families. 

Respecting the child’s conscience, his/her body, protecting him/her against any 

form of violence and more generally respecting all his/her rights, have to be 

included into these institutions’ codes of good conduct and be constantly taken into 

consideration by the authorities in charge of their implementation. 

 

                                                 
93

 Africa Position Paper, p. 13. 
94

 Excerpts from the Charter of the International Catholic Child Bureau, Bice, 2007 
95

 Article 14: “1 States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience 

and religion. 2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable, 

legal guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner 

consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.” 
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88  Contribute to intercultural dialogue through interreligious dialogue
96

 

If not conducted for religious purposes, several wars invoke the question of 

religious identity. Religion is often manipulated by groups preaching racism, 

xenophobia, intolerance and hatred against certain religious identities. Young 

people are particularly vulnerable to such an environment, especially when access 

to education is weak. 

Therefore, intercultural dialogue is essential to prevent ethnic, religious, and 

linguistic divisions, to recognize our differences and, at the same time, our equal 

dignity, and to build a society inspired by solidarity. 

We think that interreligious dialogue and the dialogue with the representatives of 

different philosophical and moral traditions help us to understand each other.  

Concerned authorities are then responsible to be strongly involved in and to 

associate children and young people. 

89  Clarify the links between the religious message and human rights
97

 

Churches and religions should make this their full-fledged objective. Human rights 

are part of their message of universal fraternity, of solidarity with other human 

beings, a word of love of religions. However, the link with human rights is too 

often implicit as if it was obvious; on the contrary, the need of justice and human 

rights must be made explicit as a minimal condition for humanity to have a 

religious or spiritual experience to which the most followed religions and traditions 

call. 

For many religions, fraternal love is a God's commandment; it implies the mutual 

respect of each one's dignity. 

90  Participate to a renewed mobilization for the rights and dignity of the child 

Because the religious or the moral secular act is not only a private matter but has 

also a social dimension, and because the most followed religions, as well as the 

biggest secular institutions, often have a rich experience in education and youth, 

moral and religious leaders must actively participate in debates on childhood.  

They should try to respond together with every person of good will, believers and 

non-believers, to new child-related issues and participate actively to this new 

mobilization for the rights and the dignity of each child. 

Undoubtedly, in particular, the most followed religions should open up to a wider 

perspective, that results from the astonishment and the amazement of the child, 

who always surprises us. 

                                                 
96

 The Council of Europe has suggested a series of recommendations and guiding principles for the 

organisation and the practice of the intercultural and interreligious dialogue that can also 

inspire their implementation in other regions of the world: “White Paper on the intercultural 

dialogue of the Council of Europe : Living Together in Equal Dignity”, 118
th

 Session of the 

Ministerial Committee, Strasbourg, 7 May 2008, http://www.coe.int/t/cm/  
97

 Intervention of Gabriel Nissim o.p., President of the INGO Human Rights Commission of the 

Council of Europe, “Human Rights Education, an incontrovertible necessity to face current 

challenges”, Round Table, 11 March 2008, Palais des Nations. 

“Every child is born 

bearing the message that 

God has not yet lost faith 

in Humanity.” 

Rabindranath Tagore, 

 Indian poet  

Noble Prize for literature, 

1913 

 

 

http://www.coe.int/t/cm/
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This openness places the haunting questions that we have asked at the beginning -

questions that we always have to think about and try to solve- in a wider 

perspective that can help us not to despair and open ourselves to the “realism of 

hope”
98

. 

 

****** 

To measure up to the child 

91 Children offer us the gift of surprise and amazement. It is within them. They lend it 

to us when they were born. We must be its careful guardian and allow that once 

adults, children themselves can continue to be amazed by the world they will 

inherit from us. 

In order that the world keeps a human face, we have to respect the child. We have 

“to measure up to the child”: 

   “You say: To take care of children is exhausting. 

You are right. 

You add: because we have to measure up to them. 

To go down, to bend down, to bow, to shrink. 

Here, you are wrong. 

This is not as tiring as to be obliged to rise in order as to measure    

up to their feelings. 

To reach up to them, to stretch, to stand on our tiptoes.  

In order not to hurt them.”
99

 

Janusz Korczak
100

 

 

 

                                                 
98

 Expression that we owe to Stefan Vanistendael, in charge of Bice Research and Development 

department, Bice Booklet “Growth in the Muddle of Life – Resilience: Building on People’s 

strengths” Bice, 3
rd

 edition, 1998. 
99

 Prologue of When I am little again, French Association Janus Korczak (AFJK), revised 

translation in 2007. 
100

 Janusz Korczak (1878-1942), a famous Polish pedo-psychiatrist, writer, pedagogue, tireless 

child defender, died in Treblinka where he has been deported with the children of his orphanage that 

he refused to abandon. 
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