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Preface 

Ten years have gone by since the International Catholic Child Bureau began 
to work on the issue of children in prostitution. It did so at the request of the U N 
Special Rapporteur on the Trafficking in Persons and the Exploitation of others, 
Ambassador Jean Fernard Laurent, who was seeking an agency willing to do a 
study on child pornography. ICCB responded and published some time later 
«Children and Pornography* by Sheila Davey with support from Unesco 
(1988). 

Since then, we have witnessed a tremendous surge in interest in these issues, 
particularly from local NGOs and from the international community. The United 
Nations Human Rights Commission has been vocal in its condemnation of these 
practices and has taken a number of paper-bound initiatives in an attempt to 
sensitize governments about these very serious violations of children's rights. 

It is surprising then to note that such international condemnation and action 
has not as yet been accompanied by an increase in research and action to 
understand the different parameters of these phenomena and to take action 
accordingly. 

Even now, the local N G O s working on these issues can be counted in tens -
not hundreds. Yet everywhere the reports are of increasing numbers of children 
drawn into this complex web of abuse and exploitation. 

ICCB has played a catalysing and coordinating role through its offices in 
South America, West Africa and Asia and has taken a leadership role in advocacy 
on this issue at international level. It has been associated with ECPAT in South-
East Asia since its birth in 1990, a campaign which has done so much to highlight 
one aspect of child prostitution: sex tourism. ICCB offices in Europe and North 
America have supported national-level campaigns in these regions. 

This publication is simply to share what we have learned over the last 10 years 
from our work in this field. We hope it will contribute in some small way to the 
growing moral outrage in the face of these violations of children's rights and 
inspire growing concern on the part of the religious and spiritual leaders of our 
world, since in every child - even the most violated - there is a spark of the divine. 

Francois Riiegg 
ICCB Secretary General 
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