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The issue of the sexual exploitation of children has come on to the international
agenda in the last few years. In Asia, several countries have made efforts to
address the phenomenon especially as the advent of the AIDS pandemic has made
the issue more visible.

Although church groups have been working with children at risk of prostitution,
street children, drug-addicted children, child victims of abuse at home for many
years, these initiatives are isolated and the knowledge and resources within the
projects largely untapped.

Caritas Internationalis has had a Working Group on AIDS for the past 5 years
wherein issues such as sex tourism and prostitution of women and children have
been discussed. Caritas Internationalis’ Working Group ¢on the Family also plans
to promote action on behalf of vulnerable families.

The International Catholic Child Bureau has developed its work in the field of
child prostitution since 1986. An international survey on child pornography was
published in 1988 and in 1991 a survey of projects to protect and care for child
victims of sexual exploitation was published. ICCB has run training and informa-
tion meetings on the issue elsewhere in the world and is developing research and
pilot projects in Latin America and West Africa.

Objectives

Within the framework of increased cooperation between the two agencies, Caritas
Internationalis and ICCB decided to organise a Think Tank which took place in
Bangkok from 21-23 November 1992. Participants were invited to advise ICCB
and Caritas Internationalis on initiatives they might take to address these issues
in the period 1993-95 and also to consider how they themselves might make a
greater contribution to coordinating efforts in this field in the future.
Participants were selected on the basis of their experience in direct service with
or lobbying for child victims of prostitution and all were asked to share their ideas
on future solutions and joint actions.




Methodology

For one and half days, participants shared their experience of work with child
victims of sexual exploitation. The presentations illustrated the situation in very
different countries within the region but also very different types of interventions
e.g., lobbying with the Church, preventive work in the community, rehabilitation
work, etc.

A further day was spent in workshops. Four types of action were targeted for
workshop discussion:

1. experience-based research,

2. prevention,

3. care,

4. networking/lobbying.

Very precise recommendations targeted at Caritas Internationalis, ICCB, Church
groups, and others were identified.

Follow-up

A follow-up mechanism was suggested to unify action in the wake of the Think
Tank. Specific coordination was requested to facilitate dialogue with the Federa-
tion of Asian Bishops’ Conferences which passed a resolution on children’s rights
2 years ago. :

The report which follows is not a summary record of all that was said during the
discussions. The aim of this report is to capture the major tendencies and to see

where coordinated action is possible in the future.
Florence Bruce
Director of Programmes
ICCB Geneva

Think Tank Objectives

o To bring together representatives of the Catholic Church active in the care of child
victims of sexual exploitation to determine how to coordinate and strengthen action
on their behalf.

o To learn from the analysis and actions of significant/key persons in Asia who will
give presentations of their understanding in the context of the problem, the
identification of elements of the problem and the specific approaches to it.

e To gather insights as to how to link/interconnect all the actions being taken in this
field.

o To draw from 1 and 2 all that still needs to be done in terms of an overall strategy
in the areas of research, education, curative work and networking so as to have a
greater and more profound impact in the region.

o To determine how Caritas Internationalis and ICCB can support such a strategy.




by Fr. Robert Vitillo
Director of Programmes,
Caritas Internationalis

Opening

Under the chair of Dr. Mina Ramirez, Director of Asian Social Institute and
Council member of ICCB, and with Fr. Desmond de Sousa as the Rapporteur, the
Headquarters representatives of the International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB)
and Caritas Internationalis (CI) opened the meeting by discussing the overall
goals, objectives and structures of these two international Catholic organizations.
They pointed out that ICCB and CI had been more intensely collaborating during
the past few years in order to promote the interests of children and families and
to prepare for the International Year of the Family in 1994.

The representative of the Holy See’s Pro-Nuncio to Thailand discussed the
recently-held International Summit on the Sexual Exploitation of Children
Through Prostitution and Pornography, which took place in Bangkok on 9-11
September 1992. In their final declaration, the participants in this summit
declared:

“This problem, which is international in scope and requires
community, national, and international solutions, has re-
sulted in the loss of human dignity, health and even life for
millions of the world’s children. It is our shared responsi-
bility, in partnership with other concerned individuals,
groups and religions, to speak out and take action on behalf
of those victimized children.”

In the discussions which followed, the Think Tank participants noted the fact that
church-related individuals have been and currently are involved in the sexual
abuse of children (i.e., pedophilia by clergy and religious) and encouraged the
institutional Church to acknowledge this fact in order to maintain its credibility
and to act on the prevention of any such abuses in the future and on reconciliation
with those who have already been abused in the past.



Sharing

Participants then began to share reports on the situation in their respective
countries in Southeast Asia as well as their experiences in responding to the
complex problems related to the sexual exploitation of children. Note was made
of the vulnerability of caregivers and their frustration at the frequent visits they
receive from researchers and information-seekers of all sorts. An appeal was
made for researchers to develop participatory designs for their studies and to
consult both the caregivers and those who are sexually exploited in the prelimi-
nary stages of studies in order to avoid the development of impersonal and
sometimes irrelevant study designs.

There was a strong emphasis on the need to properly train caregivers so that they
could be appropriately sensitive to the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of
sexually exploited children. Note was also taken of the need to train the advocates
of sexually exploited children in the techniques of mass media communication in
order to “tell the stories” of such children while respecting their basic human right
of privacy and affirming their essential human dignity.

The difficulty in obtaining dataon the problem in some countries in the region was
highlighted. Nevertheless, the group heard information on: missing children, a
percentage of whom were lured into prostitution; new legislative efforts to combat
sexual exploitation both in the home and outside (Malaysia); the mobility of street
children; the lack of interest on the part of the police; sexual abuse of 9-14 year
olds in markets and in supermarkets; the slide from begging to prostitution
(Indonesia); the general lack of research on the issues of children in prostitution
and on children and AIDS; the lack of qualified personnel; the need to address the
psychological needs of these children and to improve counselling techniques
(Thailand and the Philippines). Mention was made of the need to address equally
the children of victims of prostitution and incest and rape survivors. “Develop-
ment prostitution” was cited as being prostitution which accompanies any
development work or project (of a town, a dam, industrial developments, etc.).

When considering the root causes of sexual exploitation of children, participants
from all countries noted the economic imbalances among various countries, and
among different regions or ethnic groupings within the countries as a crucial
factor which contributes to the migration of children (sometimes voluntary and
at other times involuntary with the complicity of their parents) to urban areas
where they are more prone to sexual exploitation. Domestic violence and incest
were noted as other contributory factors which are insufficiently researched or
discussed in public. Special mention was made of the “monetary culture” which
has infiltrated many Asian countries and has forced both parents and children to




adopt the false belief that money and material resources will “purchase” happiness
and thus compromise many of their more fundamental cultural and spiritual
values. It was said that people are looking to the Church for leadership in this field.

Strategising

When discussing the various phases of intervention with sexually exploited
children, participants identified three basic stages:

1.

TRUST-BUILDING: children are contacted by outreach workers or in drop-
ins and trust is established with little pressure to change their present way of
life.

DEVELOPMENT OF POSITIVE ALTERNATIVES: this often involves a
protected and structured residential living sitution as well as education and
vocational training opportunities. The Primal Therapy approach was pre-
sented by one participant; this involves assisting the children to express,
release, and deal with the pain of past abuse and neglect.

Another presented her techniques to address the psycho-social and special
needs of victims. One of these is para-therapy deeply rooted in Asian culture
as a basis to release core energy through breathing exercises, memory-
liberating exercises, positive touching, etc. Yet another suggested that ways
should be sought to use the Alcoholics Anonymous approach for healing of
victims of sexual exploitation. Conciliation with biological parents was also
mentioned as an important step in the treatment process.

LONG-TERM SUPPORTIVE SERVICES: this may involve the return to the
place of origin of the child or re-establishment in half-way houses and other
independent living situations and must always be accompanied by social,
emotional, and spiritual support. Participants insisted on the necessity of long-
term developmental support inincome-generating activities in order to prevent
future sexual exploitation of children. Assistance to biological families was
also identified as an essential need.

In discussing broader-based preventive and policy-setting strategies, which all
agreed needed strengthening in the region, participants noted three necessary
actions:

L.

PREVENTIVE EDUCATION: this must be aimed at parents, children,
students, community health workers, catechists, and community leaders and
should include such topics as family life, the rights of children, values



education, creative arts, causes of drug abuse, sex education and the pandemic
of HIV/AIDS.

2. EXPOSING THE REALITY: this involves direct action on the demand for
sexually exploited children by naming and denouncing known sexual abusers
of children and all syndicates and business enterprises which promote such
abuse. Itis important to involve professional journalists and media experts in
such efforts and to link up with groups in countries sending sex tourists so as
to strengthen networking.

3. RESEARCH: this is an essential activity in the preparation of legal cases and
in advocacy for more just laws and policies related to the problems related to
sexual abuse of children. Mention was made of the need to learn more about
the psychological and social factors which make perpetrators of child sexual
exploitation resort to such crimes and to develop more effective treatment and
deterrent modalities.

There was much discussion about the role of religious leaders in the struggle
against sexual exploitation of children. The Pastoral Statement on Tourism by the
Catholic Bishops of Thailand was held up as a model response. It was pointed out,
however, that all such statements require active implementation on the level of
dioceses and of local communities. Training for lay ministers elsewhere in Asia
was said to be very inward-looking and not related to social action ministry.

Inter-agency cooperation

Joint efforts currently underway in the region were also discussed: the representa-
tives of the campaign to End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism (ECPAT) and
the Southeast Asia Desk of Childhope shared their knowledge of the problem and
suggestions for future strategy, including the need for psycho-social interven-
tions, the provision of technical assistance to Church groups working on the issue,
and increased attention to the spiritual dimension in care programmes.




by Fr. Desmond de Sousa
Ecumenical Coalition on
Third World Tourism

The following analysis of the presentations was made half-way through the Think
Tank proceedings and was intended to help participants underscore the main
lines of the discussions and thus to enable them to more effectively identify the
solutions in the workshops which followed.

This diagram indicates Global-Local efforts:

e to protect children from sexual abuse and exploitation and
e to care for those already sexually abused and exploited.

Preventive and care strategies should be aimed at releasing these resources while
addressing the causes.

Global efforts ot prevention of child abuse and exploitation

Global - local Local resources
resources for Local efforts and for care of children
protection of children resources o prevent thot ore molested
See point 3 and care for children See point 4

Fomily - CHILD - Community
A

T

Causes of child molestation and exploifofion See point 2




addressing the causes. '

The sharing of experiences among participants on the causes and responses can
be divided into basically two dialectically interrelated dimensions: global and
local. Hence the adage, “think globally, act locally”.

1. GLOBAL-LOCAL DIMENSIONS. The global dimension refers to mainly
preventive and awareness raising efforts regarding the children at risk. If it is not
supported by local efforts, the global effort will float in the air.

e The local dimension refers to preventive and caring efforts regarding these
children at risk. If local efforts are not complemented by global efforts they
remain too isolated.

e The global efforts are considered to be those at national, regional or interna-
tional level; the local efforts are those referring to the children in their families
within their communities, taken either individually or as a group. (See
diagram)

2. Some of the MAJOR CAUSES of child molestation and exploitation that were
articulated:

unwanted pregnancy affecting the child’s psyche

physical abuse and sexual molestation of children in the home

violence between parents makes children run away from home

separation of parents forces children to search for a living often on the streets

lack of a significant adult companion/friend leads to acceptance of peer

pressure

peer pressure to join the prostitution business

e poverty in the home whether village or city makes families drift to the city and

children live on the streets where they become vulnerable

e inadequacy of the parents themselves to cope with caring for their children

o the rapid erosion of family and community spiritual and cultural values by
the power of money values

e inadequate sex education of children/youth.

3. Some of the POSITIVE RESOURCES that were identified as preventive
3.1. Local resources

o the resilience of the children
o releasing the creativity of the children
e children helping children




children having a significant adult friend

value transformation training, education and counselling
awareness among children of their rights

family education/training

family livelihood projects that help them cope with poverty
community-based programmes

street, drop-in centres

children, family, community participation in research.

3.2. Global resources (mostly preventive)

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

Code of Ethics in Tourism

Media focus on issues like child prostitution

Advocacy, lobbying, networking on behalf of, not instead of,
the children who are victims.

Some local resources to care for children that are already victimized are:

different individual/group therapies

releasing their spiritual resources for healing

offering the possibilities of alternative life styles

value transformation, counselling/group therapy

exposing the controllers and the clients of the sex industry
treating the social pathology of the child abusers.






